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SIERRA CLUB ANNUAL DINNER, DECEMBER 6, 1930 


The annual reunion dinner and dance will be held in the main auditorium of the Women's 
City Club of San Francisco, 465 Post Street, on Saturday evening, December 6th, at 7 o'clock. 
The price of the dinner will be $2.25 per person. Friends of members are welcome. 


JOSEPH LE CONTE’S RAMBLINGS IN THE HIGH SIERRA 
TO BE REPRINTED 


One of the most delightful things ever written about the Sierra is Ramblings in the High Sierra, 
the journal of Professor Joseph Le Conte, giving an account of his excursion to Yosemite, Tuolumne, 
Mono Lake, and Lake Tahoe in 1870 with a group of University of California students. This 
journal was printed in 1875 in a small edition for members of the party and was reprinted in 
Volume III, Number 1, of the Sierra Club Bulletin, in 1900. Both of these editions are now 
extremely rare and consequently are not available to a large number of people who would enjoy 
treading Professor Le Conte's story. Consequently, the Board of Directors of the Sierra Club has 
authorized a reprinting in the form of a small book, and the work is now in process. It is expected 
that copies will be ready for delivery early in December. The book will be well printed, with a 
portrait of Professor Le Conte as a frontispiece in photogravure, and several half-tone reproductions 
of the illustrations in the first edition. It will be bound in boards with cloth back and will be sold 
for $2.50 a copy. A circular of announcement and order forms will be issued shortly. 


DEDICATION OF AURELIA HARWOOD MEMORIAL LODGE 


The Aurelia Harwood Memorial Lodge which has been constructed by the Southern California 
Chapter of the Sierra Club during the past summer will be dedicated on Sunday, November 16th. 
The lodge is situated at Manker Flat, approximately sixty miles east of Los Angeles, and will be 
available for use by members of the Sierra Club all the year round. Since the elevation of Manker 
Flat is over 6000 feet, the lodge will be used by club members in the winter time as headquarters 
for winter sports. The dedication exercises will be held Sunday afternoon at two o'clock. Mr. 
Charles E. Harwood, Miss Harwood’s father, will be the guest of honor. Members and their 
friends are invited to attend. 


MUIR SHELTER HUT 


The construction of Muir Shelter Hut, a gift of Mr. G. Frederick Schwarz, was completed late 
in September. This unique structure stands on the summit of Muir Pass (elevation 12,059 feet). 
It is constructed entirely of stone including the conical roof. The design by Henry H. Gutterson, 
Architect, follows a type of construction much used in the province Apulia in the heel of Italy. 
Because of the location the builders, working under the direction of Mike Wenz, foreman, endured 
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great hardships. The packing problems were very serious. It was necessary to pack sand about 
nine miles and during the last of the construction water was packed about two and one-half miles, 
Cement and other supplies, including food stuffs, were trucked to Florence Lake and packed from 
there to the site, a four-day trip. Between each regular trip the pack train made a special trip to 
deliver fuel to the site. Only through the perseverance of the crew, working under the direction of 
the United States Forest Service, was the work completed before the close of the season. 


NEW TRAIL CONSTRUCTION IN THE SIERRA 


YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK.—The new Glacier Point short trail from the floor of 
Yosemite Valley to Glacier Point, begun in 1929, was completed this summer at a total cost of 
$41,345. Nearly five miles in length, it was built under extreme difficulties due to the character of 
the country forming the south wall of Yosemite Valley. It has been relocated, reconstructed, and 
widened from an average of three feet to a standard width of six feet, and the grades have been 
reduced from as high as 30 per cent to a maximum of 15 per cent. Because this route to Glacier 
Point is used annually by thousands of horseback riders and hikers, it has been oiled throughout 
and a hiker may now pass a pack or saddle train without fear of being actually “covered with dust.” 

Inaugurating a new idea in trail location, Superintendent C. G. Thomson and Park Naturalist 
C. A. Harwell, inspected the entire route of the new Merced Lake trail before construction, so as to 
be sure that it touched all of the most interesting natural educational features. With an appro- 
priation of $38,500 available, three crews were concentrated this spring on the relocation of the old 
trail from Happy Isles on the floor of Yosemite Valley to Boothe Lake, almost 10,000 feet above 
sea level and near the Tuolumne-Merced divide. The trail passes Vernal and Nevada falls, goes 
through Little Yosemite and Lost Valley and touches Merced Lake before swinging north toward 
Boothe Lake. The work on this new trail is being carried out on the same high standards as are 
employed in the construction of the Glacier Point short trail. Grades are being greatly reduced 
and advantageous elevations maintained, as demonstrated on the section between Vernal and 
Nevada falls. Here the reconstructed trail is being built through 800 feet of almost perpendicular 
granite. Despite the necessity for cutting into this granite ledge, every effort is being made by the 
landscape engineer supervising the project to protect all the natural features along the route. A 
remarkable fresh view of Nevada Fall, Half Dome and Liberty Cap is obtained from this new trail. 
The first section of three miles has been completed from Happy Isles to a point within one and 
one-half miles of Nevada Fall. 

The second section of the trail extends from the top of Nevada Fall to Merced Lake and is 
now passable on foot, although not for horses. It saves two miles over the old route and reduces 
the elevation approximately 1500 feet at the highest point. It traverses a little-known area, passing 
Lost Valley and closely following the hitherto impassable cafion of the Merced River. Between 
Lost Valley and Merced Lake a considerable portion of the trail has either been carved out of the 
glacial polished granite or laid on top of it. Here, also, care has been taken by the engineers to 
avoid unnecessary defacing of the granite formation or spoiling the natural scenic attractions. When 
completed the section of trail from Happy Isles to Merced Lake will be eleven miles in length, a 
saving of two and one-half miles over the old trail, and Merced Lake will be brought two hours 
closer to Yosemite. 


SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK.—It is now possible to travel on a safe, scenic and easy 
graded trail from Giant Forest eastward for a distance of thirteen miles toward the High Sierra. 
Eight and one-half miles of this trail have been constructed during the season of 1930. This new 
trail carries one across Buck Cafion and into Bearpaw Meadow. This year will find the trail com 
pleted to the crossing of Lone Pine Creek in River Valley about one mile from Hamilton Falls. 
Much fairly heavy work has been encountered as well as much comparatively light work, and the 
average cost is about $4,500 per mile. The maximum grade is 15 per cent, and very little of that. 
In fact, there is very little real rise and fall in the present trail, excepting to take advantage of 
easier construction and to avoid large scars. The tremendous drop and climb in the old trail has 
been completely eliminated, making the trail one which can be enjoyed without wasting energy 
in climbing out of cafions. From the point where construction of the new trail ends it is still 
necessary to follow the old trails to cross the divide into the Kern. 
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The Mount Whitney trail was completed to the summit this year. The formal opening and 
dedication of this trail took place on September Sth. The trail from Lone Pine now crosses the 
main crest of the Sierra just south of Mount Muir. Thence it follows the west slope of Mount 
Whitney to the summit. The trail is adequate and safe and there are very few places where the 
grade exceeds 15 per cent. A connecting trail between the new Mount Whitney trail and Crab- 
tree Meadow has been made and further betterments are in progress, so that it is now possible to 
ride from Giant Forest to Lone Pine, or vice versa, by way of the summit of Mount Whitney, 
although part of the way is still over the old trails. Director Albright has signified his determination 
to push the construction of the remaining sections of the High Sierra Trail so that the ride across 
the Sierra may be made through Sequoia National Park on the finest scenic route and with a mini- 
mum of steep grades. The work of construction is in charge of Engineer John H. Diehl. Superin- 
tendent White promises completion of another big link by the end of next summer. 


THE JOHN MUIR TRAIL.—During the season of 1930 construction of the John Muir Trail 
was serviced from the Inyo side of the High Sierra and during the latter part of the season the 
supervision of actual construction was transferred from the officers of the Sierra National Forest 
to those of the Inyo National Forest. With funds of the United States Forest Service the Duck 
Lake Pass Trail, an important lateral from the Muir Trail, was reconstructed. This was a very 
rough trail making a connection from the Mammoth Lakes region to the Muir Trail at Duck Lake. 
It is now reconstructed with the same high standards as the Muir Trail. Its construction was 
rushed with a twenty-man crew to afford access to the Muir Trail which was reached about August 
Ist. Thereafter work was prosecuted on that section of the Muir Trail extending southward toward 
Silver Pass. The end of the field season and the exhaustion of the appropriation left a couple of 
miles of very heavy construction to be completed before joining 1928 construction north of Silver 
Pass. This section is scheduled for 1931 construction. All of the season's construction was directed 
by foreman Warren Moore. 

State Engineer Hyatt, in co-operation with National Forest Supervisors Benedict and Cun- 
ningham, has prepared an estimate of the cost of completing that portion of the Muir Trail 
between the Yosemite National Park and Sequoia National Park. The total length of the Muir 
Trail from Yosemite Valley to Mount Whitney is 183.5 miles and of this length approximately 
eighty miles within the Mono, Sierra, and Sequoia national forests must still be constructed. Of this 
length, thirty miles must be entirely new trail, and fifty miles of existing trails or traveled ways 
which are in poor condition must be reconstructed. It is estimated that $60,000 will be necessary to 
accomplish this task. Because of the nature of the work and its location, the greatest efficiency in 
construction will result from a four-year program. Accordingly, the state’s budget makers have 
been asked to include an item of $30,000 in the budget now being made up for the next biennium. 
The officers of the Sierra Club are hopeful of favorable action by both the outgoing and incoming 
state administrations. Otherwise the construction program will be very seriously embarrassed. 


1931 SIERRA CLUB OUTING 


The outing committee plans in the very near future to mail a preliminary announcement con- 
cerning the club outing to be taken during the last three weeks of July and first week of August 
in Yosemite National Park and vicinity. The outing will be divided into two trips of two weeks 
each so that as many members of the club as possible may be accommodated in their vacations. 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NOTES 


Dr. Harold C. Bryant has resigned his position with the California State Fish and Game 
Commission and with the University of California to accept a position with the United States 
National Park Service in charge of educational work in the national parks. His headquarters are 
in Washington, D. C. 

Members of the Sierra Club will regret to hear of the death of W. B. Lewis on August 26th. 
Mr. Lewis, known to his friends as “Dusty,” was superintendent of Yosemite National Park from 
1916 to 1926 and during the past year an assistant director of the United States National Park 
Service in Washington. He was a member of the Sierra Club and on numerous occasions showed 
his sympathy with its ideals in his work as superintendent at Yosemite. 





NEW BOOKS 


The following books have been received recently and will be reviewed in the magazine n 

of the Sierra Club Bulletin next February: Animal Life of Yellowstone National Park, by BD 
Vernon Bailey, Chief Field Naturalist, United States Biological Survey, published by Charles 
Thomas, Springfield, Illinois ($4.00); Deer at Night in the North Woods, by Tappan Grego 
also published by Charles C. Thomas ($4.00); Up and Down California in 1860-1864, The Jour 
of William H. Brewer, edited by Francis P. Farquhar, published by Yale University Press ($6.06 
Climbs on Mont Blanc, by Jacques and Tom de Lépiney, translated by Sydney Spencer, publi 
by Longmans, Green & Co., New York ($4.20). 


NATURE STUDY 


A new serial publication is announced under the title of Western Nature Study, published @ 
the San Jose State College, San Jose, California. It is designed especially for teachers but judg 
from the first numbers it should have a general appeal to those interested in nature study on 
Pacific Coast. The first two numbers of the first volume have already appeared. The subs . 
rate is $1.00 a year, for four numbers. Correspondence should be addressed to Western Natum 
Study, San Jose State College, San Jose, California. } 





For sale: Two mountain paintings by William Keith. For particulars address Miss Ferg 
Sierra Club. 


VIEW FROM SUMMIT OF MOUNT DIABLO 


(Mount Diablo is about to be acquired as a state park.) 


“We have come to the last ascent. In two minutes we gain the bald crown of Diablo. No neg 
mountains impede our vision. We turn slowly round and sweep an immense horizon. And what 
spectacle! * * * 

“But what guards them on the east? Look at the magnificent barrier; what majesty, 
splendor! There you see the wonderful wall of the Sierra, its foothills that roll in huge surges, 
reduced by distance to regular slopes of unbroken bulwark. For two hundred and fifty miles t 
mighty breastwork is in view, and along the whole line crowned with blazing snow! Here and # 
peaks rise above it, from eleven thousand to fourteen thousand feet in height—but they do 
break the impression upon the eye of an impassable wall, an everlasting prohibition by the Cre: 
of all intercourse with the world beyond. * * * 

“Nowhere in Europe can such a vast mountain line be seen as Diablo showed us on that d 
day. And what a vast extent of territory! Our scientific companions of the Survey by their inst 
ments and sober reckoning discovered that within the range of our vision lay an expanse of 46,0 
square miles! An area as large as the State of New York! And this but little more than a q 
of California.” 

—THOMAS STARR KING, Patriot and Preacher. 
By CHARLES W. WENDTE. 
(pp. 131, 133-134.) 





